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Shoes thinly woven of the dolichos fibre
May be used to walk on the hoar-frost!
And the delicate fingers of women
May be used to make dothes!
Sew the waistband and sew the collar!
And the good man wears them!

(Pt. I, Bk. IX, i.)
The niother-wort of the valley
Is scorched everywhere.
There is a woman left homeless
Ever flow her tears!
Ever flow her tears!
But of what avail is her lament f

(Pt. I, Bk. VI, vi.)
Tr. Hu SHIH.

(f) jin early poet questions God's Love

The great God is inconstant in His kindness.

And He has spread famine and destroyed the nations.

The great God is wrathful: He think not, nor plans,

Let alone the guilty ones who are destroyed.

How about the innocent ones who perish with them ?

IL FROM THE SHU-CHING
(a) He punishes the wayward

The people of Miao abandoned reason... killing the innocent...
The Lord on High was angry: and misfortune befell them ?
They could not escape punishment j
They perished from the earth.

(b) A&we ofChi-tse to the last Shang Emperor
*lf you are in great doubt^ consult your conscience, consult your

ministers, consult die people, and consult the oracles (tortoise-shell

and millet).

*If you are in favour of a step which the orades commend and

find that ministers and people approve it^ the measure is good. If the

people are for it^ the orades support it^ and you and your ministers

oppose it^ the measure is good/

(c) The Calendar (2145 B.C)
The Emperor Yap spoke saying, 'Listen, O Hsi and Ho. The